JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT

Yesterday I went with M. to Dickins & Jones new shop,
in Regent St., and was much pleased, with the ribbon depart-
ment. I was as usual struck by the felinity of the women
customers with the vendeuses. These latter I suppose get into
a habit of diplomacy and forbearance. They need it, by God.
One phrase that girls must have been taught is : " Are you having
attention, Madam!1' The dress department head (a decent,
worn, diplomatic sort) showed enormous tact, after we had put
her to a certain amount of trouble about a dress which we had
not the slightest intention of buying, by saying : " Perhaps you
would like to call and see it again on Monday."

London, Tuesday, November 2nd.

I concocted a film plot yesterday evening in the streets between
5.15 and 7.15, after spending most of the day in worrying about
the proposals and cast for a revival of " Milestones ". I first
heard of this affair on Wednesday last, from Eric Pinker on the
phone. He had just heard of it; but negotiations had previ-
ously been going on between Eadie and Bright (on behalf of
Knoblock). I refused to agree to Eadie being the producer,
and wanted to cable to Knoblock. Miss Nerney, however,
learnt on the phone from Bright that Knoblock had left no
address and that Bright had a power of attorney and that Bright
agreed to Eadie being the producer. So I agreed.

On Friday evening Eaton came to see me and assured me

that Eadie would produce it all right, which I much doubted.

He also showed me a copy of his letter to Eadie in which he

indicated that there would be no trouble about the casting and

that I should only have to be formally consulted.   On Monday

I learnt from the Pinkers on going to see them that Bright and

Vaughan had fully discussed the cast on Friday.   Why they

didn't ask me to join in I don't know.   I then got Eric Pinker

to send to Vaughan for the cast and he brought it up to me

here yesterday at 3 p.m.   The only ' name' in it was Eadie's,

with possibly Harben's.   I told him to say that I insisted on

Haidee Wright for Gertrude.   I said that a failure of this revival

would damage the play for ten years, that the bulk of the players

were unused to London, and that everything centred round the

star, whereas there never has been a star in " Milestones ", and

I wanted some balance to the star, in the shape of a first-rate

actress in the most important woman's part.   I said that Haidee
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